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The filming of this bespoke healthcare DVD 
has started and is well underway to being 
completed. This DVD highlights pertinent 
matters with regards to fire safety in 
healthcare premises. The DVD is presented 
in different modules each dealing with 
separate issues of fire safety such as, raising 
the alarm, hazard spotting and evacuation.

With a part launch at the May 2010 Conference 
in Bournemouth it is hoped the DVD will be 
fully available by July 2010.

national Association of Healthcare Fire Officers 
and the Fire Protection Association DVD

Welcome to 
the first edition 
of the brand 
new NAHFO 
newsletter.  

By the time you read this, the 2010 
nAHFO conference will have taken place. 
We launched this nAHFO newsletter in 
association with gent by Honeywell at 
the 2010 event and we hope that you 
find it an interesting read. 
Many thanks to those nAHFO members 
who contributed articles for this edition:
Paddy McManus
Albert Watson
Steven Tremarco
Paul Seager

please get in touch with stories for 
our next edition in Q4 2010. Send all 
feature ideas to pete Aldridge by e-mail:  
Peter.Aldridge@leedsth.nhs.uk

Paul Seager from the Northumbria 
branch signed up to take part in a 
Charity Rickshaw Run. It is a challenge 
to drive a tuc tuc over 2800km from 
Cochin in South India to Sikkim in North 
India in 14 days. There is no route and no 
guide, its a case of here’s your tuc tuc, 
see you in 14 days. Paul says “ In signing 
up we decided to raise money for three 
charities. Frank Water Supplies, Mercy 
Corps and Annie Mawson’s Sunbeams 
Music Trust. We successfully completed 
the drive..... just........ having to push 
the rickshaw over the finish line! We 
had numerous breakdowns including a 
25 hour breakdown under a bridge and 
many driving hours day and night but 
managed to finish a respectable 10th 
out of 74. Thanks again to NAHFO and 
the North East branch for their support”.

Charity rickshaw 2800km run

“ In signing up we decided to raise money for three 
charities. Frank Water Supplies, Mercy Corps and 
Annie Mawson’s Sunbeams Music Trust”
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National Association 
of Healthcare 
Fire Officers - 
Fire Protection 
Association Fire Risk 
Assessment Course
 
Further to discussions regarding fire 
risk assessment training, the FpA have 
drawn up a programme draft syllabus 
for discussion with you. We would be 
very pleased to hear any feedback that 
you may have and to talk about next 
steps. there are also opportunities to 
link this in to progression on to the CFpA 
Diploma in Fire prevention which may 
be worth exploring. this course would 
a commercial course run by the FpA but 
nAHFO could steer the content of it. in 
terms of cost, there are some variables 
yet to be decided such as volume of 
training required which would affect the 
final price but as a ball park figure the 
cost would be likely to be in the region 
of between £1500 - £1800 per day for a 
three day course. 

if there were 14 people on the course 
that would result in a course price per 
person of between £320 and £385, 
which is a considerable saving on a 
similar three day standard FrA course 
which costs £799 for non-members.
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Fire Policy Lead 
at Department of 
Health and Fire 
Safety Advice 
within the NHS 
As most readers will be aware the role 
of paul roberts as the Fire policy lead at 
Department of Health has been revoked. 
this had led to a great deal of concern 
and debate amongst members and a 
wider audience. nAHFO has presented 
these concerns to the Department and 
it would appear there is no intention to 
reverse this position. effectively the point 
of contact for nHS trusts, where before 
they would contact paul roberts, is the 
Strategic Health Authority for that trust’s 

area. Department of Health, centrally, 
will still lead on certain issues, but they 
will not be the central focal point for Fire 
Safety advice as they have been previously. 
please contact the general Secretary of 
nAHFO with any experiences of seeking 
advice from SHA’s and the outcomes.

Reference Statutory Instrument 2010 No 471, Fire Precautions, England. 

The Fire Safety (Employees’ Capabilities) (England) Regulations 2010.

Having briefly read through the document, it highlights the fact that 
the employer must ensure the employee entrusted to carryout the fire 
safety tasks should have the capabilities of carrying out these duties.

Surely these are noted within the regulatory reform (Fire Safety) 
Order 2005, as the duties of the ‘responsible person’ and the 
‘competent person’, perhaps rosemary everton will enlighten us at the 
Bournemouth Conference as to its relevance? 

Brian Fairholme, Chairman nAHFO

At approximately 15:58 on 8th February 
2010 the fire alarms for a primary Care centre 
in tyne and Wear activated. the primary 
Care centre delivers renal, dental, X-ray, 
Chemotherapy, and a walk-in centre and was 
completed in 2009. the fire alarm is a gent 
Vigilon l1 system to BS 5839 part 1. Following 
activation of the alarm, the staff evacuated 
the building as per trust procedure. Specific 
procedures are in place for the evacuation 
of the renal unit, however at the time of the 
incident this unit was closed. After ensuring 
that the premises had been evacuated, the 
caretakers checked the fire alarm panel, 
and then proceeded to the location of the 
incident, which was in the male toilets within 

Fire Incident 
Primary Care Centre 
8th February 2010

the main waiting area. upon opening 
the door to the toilets they discovered a 
small fire within and using a 3l water fire 
extinguisher, controlled the fire until the 
arrival of the Fire Service. the fire consisted 
of toilet tissues which had been piled on the 
floor and ignited.During the investigation it 
was noted that the time on the fire alarm 
panel was out of synchronisation with the 
CCtV system.the cause of the fire is under 
investigation by the police.



The BS7273 Part 4 typically covers the interface between the fire alarm system and the 
following types of equipment; 

a) Devices that hold open self closing fire-resistant doors

b) Devices that release security doors

c) Powered sliding doors that need to open or close on operation of the FDA system
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Five fire appliances attended Basingstoke 
and North Hampshire Hospital on the 
evening of Tuesday 9 February, as hospital 
staff carried out a joint fire and evacuation 
exercise in partnership with retained and 
full time fire crews from Basingstoke.

The exercise focused on the Sherborne 
Building which is occupied by patient 
areas - maternity, child health, cardiology 
and gynaecology and was timed for the 
early evening. The scenario involved 
an electrical fire that had ignited PVC 
covered furnishings producing a plume of 
dense smoke which was filling the ward. 

Hospital evacuation exercise with 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service

This exercise required that in addition to 
fighting a fire, two teams using breathing 
apparatus needed to successfully locate 
and rescue ‘casualties’ from a ward in 
simulated near zero visibility.

Although the alarms were not sounded 
for this drill, hospital staff including 
the first response team, porters and 
switchboard operators, practiced the 
hospital fire procedure from the initial call, 
to the theoretical evacuation of the entire 
floor and damage assessment. Steven 
Tremarco, Foundation Trust Fire Safety 
Officer, explained “These exercises are very 

“These exercises are very important for us to 
assess our emergency response and ability 
to maintain the safety of our patients”

important for us to assess our emergency 
response and ability to maintain the 
safety of our patients. A practical exercise 
like this is probably the best way to assess 
these vital procedures and it was great 
to have such partnership working with 
the Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service 
to make this happen. Both organisations 
will complete a full report but our initial 
analysis was that this was a successful 
exercise.”

There is often an assumption that door release mechanisms will operate in the event of a fire and 
failsafe should they lose power, however if the wiring and power supplies to such devices are not 
monitored they may not operate when needed. In the case of electrically activated door locks, 
which are increasingly being used in properties today, a failure of the wiring or power supply 
may be more critical, as persons may not be able to exit the building when a fire is present. It 
is therefore essential that the power and the ‘critical’ wiring path to these devices are secure at 
all times, unfortunately this is often overlooked when designing and installing a new fire alarm 
system. Equally, fire-risk assessments should regularly be carried out on existing properties and 
any existing systems that have electrically activated door release mechanisms should be updated 
to ensure they meet the recommendations of BS7273 part 4.

Book the new Gent CPD Shut That Door to gain a full understanding of your requirements.  
E-mail Dina at gentenquiry@honeywell.com to book a free CPD seminar.

BS7273 part 4

by Honeywell
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NEW CPD from Gent by Honeywell

There is often an assumption that door release 
mechanisms will operate in the event of a fi re and 
failsafe should they lose power, however if the 
wiring and power supplies to such devices are not 
monitored they may not operate when needed. The 
recommendations in BS7273 Part 4 will be taken 
into account for new buildings, and regular risk 
assessments will highlight the need to update any 
existing systems that have electrically activated 
door release mechanisms to ensure they meet the 
recommendations of BS7273 part 4.

To book this free seminar
please call contact Dina at
gentenquiry@honeywell.com

Continuing profess ional  development through the

GENT BY HONEYWELL TECHNICAL SEMINAR PROGRAMME

A best practice CPD guide to the recommendations detailed within BS7273 part 4 for the 

monitoring and actuation of door release mechanisms controlled by a Fire alarm system.

Shut that Door! by Honeywell

Gent is introducing a new CPD seminar which is a 
guide to BS7273 part 4 - the British Standard Code 
of Practice for the monitoring and actuation of door 
release mechanisms controlled by a fi re alarm system. 

National 
Conference 2011

Over the past 2 years NAHFO and Loughborough University 
have run 3 courses successfully at Loughborough 
University. The course is designed to be an “introduction” 
to those new to healthcare fi re safety or “conversion” to 
those already in fi re safety. The course has input from 
Loughborough, CFOA, NAHFO and individual speakers on 
fi re/healthcare related topics. The last course had to be 
cancelled due to lack of numbers. We would very much 
like to continue to run these courses. Basic details are 

� 3.5 days at loughborough university
� Cost @ £1200
� Accommodation, meals, refreshments included
� Sessions include, introduction to HtM’s, practical application  
 of HtM, un Wanted Fire Signals, an inspector Calls, where   
 fi re safety sits in the nHS, the regulatory reform (Fire Safety)  
 Order 2005 - the enforcers view and the nHS view

If anyone is interested in this course please contact the 
General Secretary and we can look at putting together 
some dates.

Joint Loughborough
University and NAHFO Courses
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nAHFO general Secretary , estates Dept, St James’s university Hospital, Beckett Street, leeds, lS7 9tF
tel. 0113 2064693  Mobile  07900 223417  e-mail: peter.Aldridge@leedsth.nhs.uk  Web: www.nahfo.org

EVACUATION Have we Got it 
Right? 
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